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Knitting group at Haven House

Images from The Holiday Party

The Holiday Party in full swing

Terry McMahon

Sue & Jerry Krumbien & Lolly Osborne

Susie Richardson

Cocktails at the ready



A Note From the President

Happy New Year!

We’re listening. We’ve heard from a few members 
looking for a way to vote on the dues increase 
issue although they will be out of town. Our 
parliamentarian, Wynne Furth, has worked out a 
method. 

Members will be asked to approve this one-time 
change in the rules. We already have Board and 
Presidential approval, so membership OK is the last step in the rule change. A vote on this one-time rule 
change will take place at January luncheon. 

I’ve been asked to talk about what drew me to become a member. Like many people, I walked by the 
building often, and wondered what happened there. Then a friend invited me in. At the luncheon I met 
accomplished and bright women who were interested in sharing ideas. What an opportunity to engage 
interesting people in an old Palo Alto environment! Who could pass that up? 

After a few years, I became a board member, and worked on special projects with the house and grounds 
and the rentals committees. That’s where I saw firsthand the budget stressors we are dealing with today. 
I must say, I never met a profligate committee head. People tried to deal with the funding issues every 
which way except raising the dues: more rentals, higher rentals fees, more cutbacks, minimal maintenance 
of the clubhouse. 

We learned the hard way that there is a limit to rentals revenue. Members complained when they couldn’t 
use the house for meetings. Rentals committee volunteers’ time is limited and valuable. We continue to 
subsidize the actual $550-per-year cost per member rather than maintain an adequate building fund. 
Should an earthquake hit, we will be out of luck. There would not be the time to raise the money to 
rebuild. 

The bottom line is, we couldn’t avoid a dues raise any longer. Most members dislike controversial issues, 
which bring conflict among members, so we thought long and hard about this one. In the end, we think 
the truth will out. We think the members will understand the wisdom in directing more rental funds 
to necessary capital improvement and savings, and asking members to bear a larger share of their own 
costs. We will still subsidize dues with our rental income, but to a lesser degree. We will cover members 
who tell us this would be hard on them. But we will be able to save for earthquake and maintenance. 

We owe this to our future members -- we owe it to you. Let’s take on our responsibilities with joy! We 
can do this. 

As ever with love and respect. 

Carol

The Woman’s Club of Palo Alto
January 2016 Newsletter



Wednesday,  January 20th 
Luncheon Program:

Local historian and archivist Steve Staiger 
will discuss historic buildings in Palo 

Alto, including our clubhouse. 

Member Gail Woolley will facilitate the 
discussion.

11:00 Doors open for mingling

11:40 Meeting Called to Order

         Pledge & Collect

11:45 Luncheon is served

12:10 Club Business & Announcements

                 followed by Program

Thanks to January luncheon co-chairs 
Jackie Schoelerman and Christine Shambora! To 
reserve for a guest or to order a vegetarian meal, 

contact Jackie (Jackie@schoelerman.com)
 or Christine (Christine@theshamboras.com)

Don’t Miss Our 

Centennial Programming!

Make sure to put the next six Woman’s Club monthly programs on your calendar, as they all focus 
on the Centennial.  In January, enjoy the remarks of Palo Alto historian Steve Staiger regarding four 
important public buildings in town.  They include our own clubhouse, Fraternal Hall, the Pacific Art 
League, and MacArthur Park.  Former Palo Alto Mayor and Woman’s Club member Gail Woolley will 
do the introductions. – Sue Krumbein

Attention 
all Founders Follies players!

Reminder to you budding thespians, models, 
musicians and crew members that we are 
holding Founders Follies audition/rehearsals 
on Thursday, Jan. 21 and Monday, Jan. 25, from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Clubhouse. If you signed 
up and haven’t contacted us already, please do 
so to:
Jeanne Aufmuth (Jeanne@aufmuth.com), 
Sandra Pearson (pearsonsandra0@gmail.com) 
or Susie Richardson (susiebmc@gmail.com). 
Looking forward to seeing you there! – Jeanne 
Aufmuth

Sandra Pearson on stage with Carolyn Pierce 
(foreground)



January 2016 CALENDAR

Thursday, Jan. 7: Bridge Lessons at 2:15 p.m. from Prue Saunders at the Clubhouse. 
For more information, contact Nancy Bjork.

Thursday, Jan. 7: An Information and Discussion Session about the proposed dues increase will be held 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Clubhouse.

Friday, Jan. 8: An Information and Discussion Session about the proposed dues increase will be held 
from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at the Clubhouse.

Tuesday, Jan. 12: The Townies Bikers will meet at 11 a.m. on Oregon Avenue at the west end of the bike/
foot bridge that crosses 101, for a ride in the baylands followed by lunch. 

If  you’d like to go, contact Judith Steiner

Tuesday, Jan. 12: The Monthly Drop-In Social will be held from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Clubhouse. For 
more information, contact Celiene O’Hara.

Wednesday, Jan. 13: The Outreach Committee will meet from 9:45 a.m. to noon for sorting at Haven Fam-
ily House in Menlo Park. If you’d like to participate, contact Anne Ercolani.

Thursday Jan. 14: The Bridge Group will meet for practice at the home of a member. 
Contact Nancy Bjork.

Thursday, Jan. 14: The Mystery Book Club (temporarily full) will meet at the Clubhouse from 6 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. to discuss Agatha Christie’s “And Then There Were None.” Contact Deanna Dickman.

Friday, Jan. 15: The Knitting Group will meet in the home of a volunteer hostess. 
If you’d like to participate, contact Ginnie Noh.

Tuesday, Jan. 19: The Cine Circle will meet from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Clubhouse to discuss “The Big 
Short.” If you’re interested, RSVP to Nancy Wong.

Wednesday, Jan. 20: The Monthly Luncheon will feature Palo Alto historian and archivist Steve Staiger. 
Doors open at 11 a.m. and lunch will be served at 11:45.

Thursday Jan. 21: Bridge Lessons at 2:15 p.m. from Prue Saunders at the Clubhouse. 
For more information, contact Nancy Bjork.

Thursday, Jan. 21: Auditions/Rehearsal for Founders Follies (to be performed March 16). 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Clubhouse. 

Contact Jeanne Aufmuth, Sandra Pearson or Susie Richardson.

Monday, Jan. 25: Auditions/Rehearsal for Founders Follies (to be performed March 16). 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Clubhouse. 

Contact Jeanne Aufmuth, Sandra Pearson or Susie Richardson.

Tuesday, Jan. 26: The History Walk group will meet at 9:30 a.m. at the Stanford Red Barn for a history tour 
and session on the Stanford Red Barn Leadership Program. 

If you’re interested, contact Lolly Osborne.
Tuesday, Jan. 26: The Book Group will meet at the Clubhouse at 7:15 p.m. to discuss “The Devil in the 
Grove: Thurgood Marshall, The Groveland Boys, and the Dawn of a New America” by Gilbert King. If 

you’re interested, contact Anne Ercolani
Wednesday, Jan. 27: The Outreach Committee will meet from 9:45 a.m. to noon for sorting at Haven Fam-

ily House in Menlo Park. If you’d like to participate, contact Anne Ercolani.
Wednesday, Jan. 27: The Outreach Planning Committee will meet at the Clubhouse from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 

p.m. If you’d like to participate, contact Eileen Brooks.
Monday, Feb. 1: The Outreach Committee will meet from 10 a.m. to noon at the Clubhouse to make Val-

entine’s cards for veterans. Contact Eileen Brooks.
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Reaching Out to the Community

Thanks to all who brought goodies and helped assemble the goody bags (186!) 
and sign the holiday cards (351!) for the Menlo Park VA residents and patients.  
The guys who accepted them for distribution were blown away (and were eyeing 
the goody bags, especially the ones with the mixed nuts!) You have all made the 
holidays brighter for hundreds of deserving veterans. Thank you!

The Giving Tree at the Holiday Party and the December Luncheon offered another 
opportunity to help the less fortunate in our community.  Please return your gift 
cards and Checks to Eileen Brooks, Anne Ercolani or Carol Hubenthal by our January 
20 Luncheon.

Our January 20 Luncheon will benefit the Silicon Valley Battered Women’s Shelter. 
The Outreach Committee will be collecting full size (NOT travel size) toiletries 
(shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, toothpaste, bath soap, tampons/sanitary 
napkins.)  Also, please bring NEW lipsticks. These were such a hit and so appreciated 
by the women at the Silicon Valley Battered Women’s Shelter.

Please join the Outreach Committee Monday, February 1, from 10 a.m. to noon 
at the Clubhouse, where we will be making Valentine cards for veterans. Coffee, 
conversation and cards – join the fun!

Now that the holidays are behind us, we are back on our regular monthly Outreach 
Committee schedule.  We will help sort at Haven Family House on Wednesdays, 
January 13 and January 27, from 9:45 a.m. to noon. Our Monthly planning meeting 
will be held Wednesday, Jan. 27, from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. at the Clubhouse.

Questions? Contact Eileen Brooks.
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BRIDGE
The Bridge Group meets at the Club 
on the first and third Thursdays of 
every month for 2 hours at 2:15.  
We have lessons on these days; the 
lessons are $15 for our instructor, 
Prue Saunders.  All Club members 
are welcome regardless of level of 
play.  On the alternate Thursdays 
we meet at members' houses for 
practice.
Anyone interested in participating 
can email: 
Nancy Bjork at ncbjork@gmail.com

All levels welcome

Museum Fridays – Get on the Bus
Our December trip to the San Francisco City Hall was a 
huge hit.  We learned the building’s history and heard 
plenty of juicy tidbits from our excellent docent, Ellen 
Schumer. Then we headed over to LuLu Restaurant for 
a fabulous and festive holiday lunch. Thanks to all who 
attended for making the day a great success. 

Our January 8 trip to the Asian Art Museum is full but 
we do have a wait list and last-minute spots often open 
up.

On February 12, we will enjoy a docent-led tour of the 
Anderson Collection at Stanford.  No bus fee.  We’re 
thinking of meeting at the California Avenue Caltrain 
station parking lot and riding the Marguerite bus over to 
the museum. Stay tuned.

Our March 11 trip is still to be determined.

On April 8 we will travel to the deYoung Museum for the 
Oscar de la Renta fashion exhibit. The bus fee is $28.

We’re thinking about postponing our May trip until 
June 10.  If we reschedule, we’ll be able to enjoy the new 
SFMOMA, opening mid-May.

If you’d like to join us on the bus, contact Donna Bohling, 
Eileen Brooks or Ginny Bechtold. – Eileen Brooks

Movie Lovers
 
In January, the Cine Circle will 
discuss “The Big Short.”  This movie 
delves into the sleights of hand and 
faulty financial “instruments” that 
ultimately led to the stock market 
crash in 2008, which indelibly affected 
so many people.
 
The group decided that meetings will 
be on the third Tuesday of the month. 
Our discussion of  “The Big Short” 
will be Tuesday, Jan. 19, from 7 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. at the clubhouse. If you 
plan to attend, RSVP to Nancy Wong 
(nancywong8@gmail.com).  

Class of 2015

BUT
Just what is this lovely group of ladies up to?

Watch this space to find out what the Class of 2015 
is planning for a club member event!

REMINDER
Information events planned for those seeking more 
information on the dues hike proposal on Thursday 
7th from 6pm and Friday 8th from 8:30am
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Rentals Revenue Goal 
for FY 15-16

$54,000 $53,500

Looks like 
we’re ‘gonna make it! 

Townie Bikers
 
The Townie Bikers will meet Tuesday, January 12,  at 11 a.m. 
on Oregon Avenue at the west end of the bike/foot bridge that 
crosses 101. The ride will be in the Baylands -- flat and no cars.  
A bit of the path is light gravel but easy to maneuver in on any 
bike.  Lunch (often the most fun) will be at Michael’s. If  you’d 
like to go, contact Judith Steiner.

Book Group for January

The Book Group will discuss “The Devil in the Grove:  
Thurgood Marshall, The Groveland Boys, and the Dawn of a 
New America” by Gilbert King at the Clubhouse on Tuesday, 
January 26 at 7:15 p.m.  “Devil in the Grove” is the winner of 
the 2013 Pulitzer Prize for General Nonfiction.  Drawing on 
a wealth of never-before-published materials, Gilbert King 
shines new light on this remarkable civil rights crusader.  We 
will also choose books for our next series of five books for 
February through June.  Contact Anne Ercolani for questions.

The Red Barn -
our January History Walk  
Join us for a visit to Stanford’s historic Red 
Barn on Tuesday, January 26 at 9:30 a.m. 
We’ll meet at the barn to learn about its his-
tory and about today’s Stanford Red Barn 
Leadership Program. What can horses 
teach us about leadership? Why is Stanford 
called “the Farm?” Contact Lolly Osborne 
for more information.

In Memoriam

Robin Welles

With sadness we report the recent death of Robin 
Welles, a new member to our club this fall, who had 
been ill with cancer for several years. An artist and a 
graduate of the American Academy of Dramatic Arts 
in New York City, Robin was a board member of the 
Pacific Art League and a former board member of 
the Palo Alto Art Center Foundation. Her most re-
cent art work focused on repousse and chasing. From 
1996 to 2003 she was the owner of Welles Fine Art 
Publishing, which designed and published fine art 
posters. Previously, she was in the music business, 
including time as a partner in a record production 
company and as Creative Director of Hudson Bay 
Music/Elvis Music in New York City. She started her 
music business career at Screen Gems Columbia Mu-
sic in Los Angeles as assistant to the President of the 
music division  (which included “The Monkees”) 
of Columbia Pictures. We send our condolences to 
Robin’s husband, Dan Kostenbauder.

Gary Fry
With sadness we report the recent death 
of Gary Fry, husband of member Karen 
Fry. A memorial service for Gary will be 
held Wednesday, January 20, at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Palo Alto.
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The Promise of the Collect

“And may we strive to touch and to know the great, common human heart of us all, and O Lord 
God, let us not forget to be kind!” from the Collect by Mary Steward

I would like to challenge the Woman’s Club of Palo Alto to make it our firm New Year’s resolution 
to live the principles expressed in the Collect.

Sadly, recent contested issues in the club have exposed a certain level of incivility among some of 
our members. (Not you, of course, but someone like you.) 

This lack has been largely manifested through lapses of the tongue. Harsh words, judgmental 
attitudes, partisanship, and the language of threat are not the hallmarks of a lady. A true 
gentlewoman is not one who sits at a table eating off of porcelain plates and sipping tea from a 
charming cup. A chimp could pull that off. A true gentlewoman is known by her character. She is 
a woman that speaks with kindness, forgives slights, and believes the best of others even when 
she doesn’t agree with them. 

We are a notable and noble club because of our many charitable acts, but as the saying goes, real 
charity begins at home. If we consistently relate to one another with the principles expressed in the 
Collect, we will become that rarest of things -- a sisterhood based upon true friendship and respect 
-- and our club will shine like a brilliant star among women’s clubs around the nation.  

2016 is our centennial year. What better time to fulfil the promises we make when we recite the 
Collect!

Sincerely,
Carolyn Pierce

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Would you like to comment on any of the stories presented in the newsletter? If so send your comments to 
the editor & they will be considered for publication.  Please keep your submssions to between 150 & 200 
words. We look forward to seeing member comments on our newsletter.

christinakenrick@gmail.com

Still pretty, but…

Our lovely but aging Woman’s Club, like most of us, is still pretty but needs a little professional 
touch-up. A tuck here, not mentioning a facelift, but an overhaul is occasionally is just what is 
needed to keep an ole gal perking along. When I think of paying my dues, I think of $1.00 a day -- 
a buck!  Can I afford one dollar a day to brighten up an old friend who means so much to me and 
has offered years of comfort and joy to my life as a woman?  Yes, is the answer that rings out as the 
positive decision. Three hundred fifty dollars divided by 365 days a year comes to ninety-six cents 
a day. The answer to this question is up to you, dear members. 

Patricia Davis
Centennial Committee Member



Images from the December Luncheon
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Practice Makes Perfect

Susan Bratman & Noriko 
Iwamoto warming up and 
during a magical performance

Gaye Bruce & Edith Zitelli

A new luncheon arrangement -  comments to the Editor

Holiday Table Setting



Club minutes from April 1896 reflect the members’ desire for a home of their own. It wasn’t until 1906 
that $1,500 was raised to buy a lot on Homer Avenue. Ten more years of fundraising ensued, including 
the publication of a History of Santa Clara Valley and of a cookbook. Architect Charles Edward 
Hodges was hired in 1916 to design our $10,590 Clubhouse. The architectural style chosen was Tudor 
Revival and Craftsman. 

Many women’s clubs have sold their buildings. We narrowly escaped that fate in September 1988 
when Margaret (“Boots”) Gould was President. Some Club members, believing they would personally 
profit from the proceeds, wanted to sell our Clubhouse. When Boots, a firm believer in following the 
guidelines of the California Federation of Women’s Clubs, disabused them of the notion that they 
could personally profit from such a sale, their enthusiasm waned. (These guidelines mandate that 
proceeds of such a sale revert to the Federation, not to the members.) Frustrated in their plan, this 
same group came out en masse to vote against Boots when she was up for election for her second 
term. Not one to accept defeat, Boots was reelected President for 1992-1994. During that time, she 
encouraged a handful of new members in 1993 to refurbish the building, preserve the archives and to 
recruit new members. The result was the renaissance of our Club. 

When our leaders look for mentors, it’s natural to emulate Margaret Gould. Mother of 5 children and 
foster parent to eleven, she is a charismatic woman who encouraged broad, democratic participation 
in Club decisions and activities. Thanks to her vision, our Clubhouse survives. -- Margaret R. Feuer

The History Committee welcomes new members who are interested in Club History and organization 
of the Archives. 

Contact: Margaret Feuer at portulaca24@gmail.com

History Corner - The Clubhouse

Inspired by Jane Stanford

 Jane Stanford must have been a major inspiration to women of Palo Alto and elsewhere. Palo Alto was a col-
lege town, and women of the club had an amazing model in Jane. I realized this as I recalled research I had 
done years ago on our clubhouse architect, Charles Hodges. At the Stanford archives, I read letters between 
him and Jane Stanford.  He reported to her regularly by mail about details of campus building projects, as 
did certain professors about university matters, and she responded as the person in charge. She traveled 
often and provided her leadership with back-and-forth letters. It was rare at that time for girls to be admit-
ted to major colleges, as they were to Stanford, because of her. The nearly entire male staff would not have 
been pleased with that or with her taking the role of leadership. That Jane Stanford had supported women’s 
education also provided a role model for club members. Many of the earliest events in the new building were 
school programs, and club member Anna Zschoke provided class space in her home before the City had 
made enough available. 

Stanford also was a suffragist. She hosted Susan B. Anthony on her campaign in California, and provided 
free railroad transportation for her, possibly because of Mr. Stanford’s role in railroad development. Women 
of the club worked locally to gain passage of full voting rights for California women, a proposition that male 
voters once before had not passed in the state. Emily Elliott Pardee Karns Dixon, who led the club’s achieve-
ment in constructing the fine building that has served the club well, also supported women’s voting rights, a 
difficult and controversial issue then.  Emily convinced some women to go door-to-door in town to promote 
a positive vote by men in 1911, when California became the sixth state – all of them in the west -- to achieve 
that.  Jane Stanford really should be honored nationally, but I don’t recall mention of her in the many books 
I have read about U. S. women’s history. A bit of a stunner for me recently was to read two books that make 
a case for her having been murdered. --  Jeanne McDonnell



Philanthropy Nomination Deadline Approaches -- Due by Jan. 15, 2016

The Philanthropy Committee invites club members to submit nominations on behalf of YOUR 
favorite LOCAL non-profit organization (Palo Alto, East Palo Alto, Los Altos, East Menlo Park, 
Mountain View, Redwood City) to be considered for a grant from the Woman’s Club. Each year 
the Philanthropy Committee, using funds raised by the membership and allocated by the Woman’s 
Club board, gives grants to three or more community organizations. The committee focuses on social 
services agencies, education, libraries and programs that primarily serve women and children.

Groups that received grants from Woman’s Club of Palo Alto in 2014 and 2015 will not be considered 
for a grant in 2016. (Here is the list of grantees for the last two years: Foundation for a College 
Education, New Voices for Youth, Palo Alto Art Center Foundation’s Cultural Kaleidoscope, Pursuit 
of Excellence, Racing Hearts, Women SV, Able Works, Adolescent Counseling Services, Daybreak - a 
program of Star Vista, Foothill - De Anza Foundation, Sequoia Adult School Scholars, and StreetCode 
Academy/Live in Peace.)

To qualify for nomination, a group must be a 501(c)3 organization. Please make sure the organization’s 
brochure, annual report (if available), and/or newsletter are included when you submit this form.

ORGANIZATION NAME:

CONTACT NAME AT THE ORGANIZATION:

CONTACT PHONE#:                                                                 EMAIL:

ORGANIZATION WEB SITE:

CLUB MEMBER NAME NOMINATING THIS ORGANIZATION:

ARE YOU INVOLVED WITH THIS ORGANIZATION (volunteering, serving on the board etc.)  
YES    NO

ORGANIZATION MISSION AND A SHORT DESCRIPTION OF ITS PROGRAMS:

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT NOMINATIONS FOR GRANTS is January 15, 2016 

Submitting the nomination for consideration is EASY: 

Complete the form and mail along with the supporting materials to: 
Woman’s Club of Palo Alto, 
475 Homer Avenue, 
Palo Alto, CA 94301, 

Attention: Jackie Schoelerman, Rezvan Moghaddam - Philanthropy Committee Co-Chairs 


