
A Note From the President

FORWARD AND BACK
 

Years ago the club functioned as a place where women 
could band together to make their voices heard for 
the good of the community. In the upcoming year, we 
hope to do it again. If members agree to pass the budget, we will be able to offer our clubhouse free of 
charge a few times a year to groups that benefit the community.
 
Our “trial balloon” may happen this summer, when we host the League of Women Voters’ ice cream 
social. Details are incomplete, but we hope to open the Clubhouse doors to our own members and League 
members to enjoy summer treats and conversation. Stay tuned for more information.
 
Our thanks to all the leaders and committee heads that create a vibrant club! This year was the busiest in 
memory. If you plan to head a committee in the fall, please contact Joanne Jones. We hope to get contact 
and scheduling information for the yearbook, which Julie Jerome is already compiling!
 
Members say that the Club offers the chance to do good in the community and have fun with each other. 
A quick look at the next month’s activities confirms that. However, if learning to tango or barbecuing 
at Haven House don’t cut it for you, let us know what activity you would like and get a few girlfriends 
together to make it happen. We will post it in the calendar.
 
I can’t end without thanking Pat Davis and the entire April luncheon group for a great time  -- what a 
treat to enjoy tea and roses. You might remember that two arrangements were auctioned at the end of 
the luncheon to benefit the Woman’s Club. The auction winners were invited to enjoy the private garden 
of the president of the Garden Club of Palo Alto, and I am told it was spectacular.  So nice to do good, 
and do well.
 
Fondly,
Carol
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Fun, Friends 
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NEWS ALERT!  

SPECIAL SCHEDULE FOR MAY 18, LUNCHEON

The luncheon on Wednesday, May 18, will convene early due to a 
special presentation on philanthropy. 

The program is as follows: 

10:45 a.m. –    Doors open for mingling

11:15 a.m. –    Meeting called to order

11:30 a.m. –    Luncheon served
 
11:50 a.m. –    Club Business - budget presented for hand vote
 
12:00 p.m. -    Sue Krumbein introduces:

 
Kim Meredith, 

            Executive Director of the Stanford Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society 

                             Philanthropy Co-chairs Rezvan Moghaddam and Jackie Schoelerman introduce:

Woman’s Club 2016 Grant Recipients

1:00   p.m  -     Meeting adjourns

Special thanks to our May luncheon co-chairs Bea Garsh and Cathy 
Mathieu! If you would like a vegetarian or gluten-free meal please get 
in touch with Bea (beagarsh@yahoo.com) or Cathy (cathymathieu@
gmailcom).



2016 WOMAN’S CLUB MAY CALENDAR

Tuesday, May 3: The Class of 2015 hosts Tango Night from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Clubhouse. 
Contact Sally Keyes. 

Wednesday, May 4: The Outreach Committee will hold its annual Mothers Day Dinner for the moms at 
Haven Family House in Menlo Park. 

To help prep or serve, contact Lolly Osborne.

Thursday, May 5:  Membership renewal forms will be mailed

Thursday, May 5: Bridge Lessons available at 2:15 p.m. from Prue Saunders at the Clubhouse. 
To participate, contact Nancy Bjork.

Friday, May 6: The Knitting Group will meet from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the home of a volunteer hostess. 
To participate, contact Ginnie Noh. 

Tuesday, May 10: The History Walks group heads to Lincoln Park and the Lincoln Steps.  
Contact Lolly Osborne.

Tuesday, May 10: The Monthly Drop-In Social will be held from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Clubhouse. 
Contact Celiene O’Hara.

Wednesday, May 11: The Outreach Committee sorts donations 
at Haven Family House from 9:45 a.m. to noon.  

Contact Anne Ercolani.

Thursday, May 12: The Bridge Group will meet for practice at the home of a member. 
Contact Nancy Bjork.

Thursday, May 12: The Mystery Book Club (Temporarily Full) meets at the Clubhouse to discuss “The 
Dead of Jericho” by Colin Dexter. Contact Deanna Dickman.

Sunday, May 15: PAST Heritage will present a plaque to the Woman’s Club of Palo Alto honoring the 100th 
anniversary of our Clubhouse. 2 p.m. in the ballroom of Lucie Stern Community Center.

Tuesday, May 17: The Cine Circle will meet from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Clubhouse to discuss “The 
Jungle Book.” RSVP to Nancy Wong or Shannon Griscom.

Wednesday, May 18: Monthly luncheon on philanthropy. Note early start: meeting called to order at 11:15 
a.m. Collection: Men’s clothing for the Opportunity Center.

Thursday, May 19: Bridge Lessons available at 2:15 p.m. from Prue Saunders at the Clubhouse. 
To participate, contact Nancy Bjork.

Friday, May 20: The Knitting Group will meet from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the home of a volunteer hostess. 
To participate, contact Ginnie Noh. 

Wednesday, May 25: The Outreach Committee sorts donations at Haven Family House from 9:45 a.m. to 
noon. Contact Anne Ercolani.

Thursday, May 26: The Bridge Group will meet for practice at the home of a member. Contact Nancy Bjork.

Wednesday, June 8: The Outreach Committee will help prepare and serve Family Dinner Night at Haven 
Family House. To help prep or serve, contact Lolly Osborne.

Wednesday, June 15: Clubhouse Celebration. Luncheon speaker Anthea Hartig, Executive Director and 
CEO of the California Historical Society, will talk about “Pride in Preservation.”

Wednesday, June 15: Last day to pay dues for next year

 Thursday, June 16: Rededication of the Clubhouse. Public event from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. with tours, women 
in costume, displays in the ballroom, a proclamation by the mayor, cake and lemonade.



Members will vote this month on a proposed 
$169,775 operating budget for next year. In 
addition, the Club holds $402,000 in reserve for 
emergencies as well as for significant capital 
projects planned in the next several years.

Major revenue sources for the operating budget 
are dues (55 percent); net rental income (38 
percent) and lunch fees (7 percent). The largest 
category of expenditures is house and grounds 
upkeep and operations (28 percent) followed 
by capital expenditures (21 percent).

Discussion was lively at two business meetings 
in late March at which the membership was 
invited to learn about the budget and share 
ideas.

Several suggested that the Club do more 
fundraising and increase membership beyond 
the current 225. Several wanted to increase 
the philanthropy budget while others wanted 
to decrease it. There was strong support for 
getting earthquake insurance if affordable 
(which it turns out to be.)

Volunteers on the Rentals and House and 
Grounds committees said they wished more 
members understood the complexity and 
volunteer hours required to run the building. 
At least two members said the Club should 
develop a new long-term strategy or, in the 
words of one, “a vision for the next 100 years.”

Earlier this year, a board-appointed Capital 
Projects Update Committee spent two months 
reviewing a capital projects list created in 2013. 
Committee members included Margaret Feuer,

Wynne Furth, Sue Krumbein, Meg Monroe, 
Margo Ogus, Emily Renzel and Lisa Sten. The

MEMBERSHIP TO VOTE THIS MONTH ON 2016-17 BUDGET

2016 -2017 Budget
 committee secured estimates for projects where 
possible and considering how to organize 
upcoming work.

Since adopting a capital plan in 2013, the Club 
has spent $91,537 on building improvements, 
including long-deferred maintenance and 
improved access for people with disabilities. 
But several major projects must be addressed 
in the next few years, including a new roof, 
seismic and acoustical improvements.

Next year’s focus will be laying the planning 
groundwork for seismic and acoustical 
improvements, restoring the front porch and 
upgrading the foundation at the rear of the 
Clubhouse. Because those projects may be 
integrated and require access through the roof 
to accomplish, the Capital Projects Update 
Committee recommended delaying re-roofing 
of the Clubhouse and painting of the exterior 
until it is certain those projects will not be 
affected.

Capital expenses allocated for next year include 
$27,000 for structural and acoustic engineering 
and design work for these projects and $9,000 
for a new kitchen stove.

In addition to the operating budget, the Club 
has a $402,000 capital reserve fund allocated 
for “maintenance and structural reserve,” 
($247,000); “emergency reserve” ($100,000) 
and “operating expense reserve” ($55,000).

Complete copies of the budgets were handed 
out at the April luncheon and will be e-mailed 
to the membership in early May. Members will 
vote on the document at the May 18 luncheon. 
If you have questions please call Wynne Furth 
or Meg Monroe.



MAY LUNCHEON COLLECTION
Thank you all for your continued generosity toward those in need.  Our monthly luncheon collections 
are an easy and effective way to support the less fortunate in our community.

For our May luncheon, we’re seeking new or very gently used men’s clothing for the Clothes Closet 
at The Opportunity Center.  If you have a husband’s closet that you would love to “thin out,” now 
is the time!  If you don’t, The Opportunity Center always needs packages of men’s underwear, 
T-shirts and socks.  Please help! – Eileen Brooks

DELVING INTO FEMALE FRIENDSHIPS

Last year, local historian Marilyn Yalom and Teresa Donovan Brown published “The Social Sex: A 
History of Female Friendship.” There was a terrific interview on March 3 with the authors on Binah, 
the broadcast of the San Francisco Jewish Community Center programs on KALW. You can access 
the podcast here:  http://www.npr.org/podcasts/510236/binah

I always love the topics that Yalom picks. The interview is a kick and a revelation. The book traces 
the history of both personal friendships and more formal women’s groups like our own.  It could 
be illuminating as we deepen our ties and make our way through our budget issues. – Wynne Furth



Come kick up your heels with 
the Class of 2015 on Tuesday, 
May 3 from 6-8PM at the 
Woman’s Club.  Join us for a 
true Argentinian experience 
with an Argentinian family 
style dinner, no host bar 
with Malbec and Pisco Sour 
Clasicos, Tango music, and 
the opportunity to learn a 
few basic Argentinian Tango 
dance steps from two of our 
very own members.  This is 
an evening not to be missed!

AND NOW, FROM THE WOMAN’S CLUB CLASS OF 2015 . . . 

OUR CLUB’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 2016/17

At the April 20 luncheon members ratified a slate of Woman’s Club directors for 2016-17. Many 
thanks to our outgoing board members Gwen Barry, Louise Beatty, Lolly Osborne and Joan 
Zwiep! Below is a list of the Club’s Board of Directors for 2016-17:
 
Carol Lippert: Board President
Joanne Jones: First Vice-President (Dean of committees)
Margo Ogus: Second Vice-President (Head of membership)
Wynne Furth: Treasurer
Meg Monroe: Finance Officer
Lisa Sten: Recording Secretary
Chris Kenrick: Corresponding Secretary
Kathy Torgersen (Board Development)

New Directors:
Pat Davis
Nancy McGaraghan
Bonnie Packer
Carolyn Pierce
Susie Richardson
Caroline Willis



116 years of philanthropy
Since its founding in 1894, the Woman’s Club has had a Philanthropy Committee financed by 
fund-raising events. Whether donating to the construction of the first high school, founding the 
city’s library, purchasing and planting trees or helping the needy, early members held afternoon 
teas, sold food at the City’s July 4th celebrations and sponsored cultural events. Some of their 
endeavors entailed creativity rather than money -a “Friendly Woodyard” enabled “hoboes” to 
earn money through chopping wood. A precursor to today’s Outreach Committee provided food 
and clothing to needy residents of the pioneer town. 

Between 1915 and 1948, the Club’s philanthropic efforts centered on aiding relief efforts necessitated 
by two World Wars and the Great Depression. National prosperity during the 1950s and ‘60s, was 
reflected in $1,000 per year raised and donated to causes such as veterans’ causes, the Redwoods 
League, the Palo Alto Junior Museum, Palo Alto Historical Association, the Cancer Society and 
the March of Dimes, among others.  Also, during the 1950s, a separate Scholarship Fund was 
established, which gave stipends of $300 to $500 to seniors at local high schools. The fund was 
maintained by Board contributions in memory of deceased members and by several bequests from 
members’ estates.

The Philanthropy Committee as we know it today was established between 1998 and 2000. The 
board first authorized a three-member Scholarship Committee to grant $1,700 to three local 
groups serving needy women and children. By 2000, this committee had morphed into a formal 
Philanthropy Committee funded by board allocations and by fundraising events.  Today, Club 
funds and donations enable the Woman’s Club to continue its 116-year tradition of philanthropic 
contributions to the local community.

-- Marilyn McDonald

A War Story

The Book Group will discuss Diane Ackerman’s “The 
Zookeeper’s Wife: A War Story” on Tuesday, May 24 at 7:15 
p.m. at the Clubhouse.  We will also finalize our fall series 
theme and begin to choose books for it at this meeting. For 
more information, contact Anne Ercolani.

HISTORY CORNER



Museum Fridays
We thank all who have participated in our Museum Fridays trips.  We certainly 
had another fun and successful season.  We will NOT be taking trips in May or 
June, but stay tuned for information on our end-of-the-season wrap-up Happy 
Hour (always a good time!). – Donna Bohling, Eileen Brooks, Ginny Bechtold

Townie Bikers roll along

May’s Townie Bikers meeting has been moved up to May 
3 so as not to conflict with the walkers. Please meet at 11 
a.m. at the western end (Oregon Avenue) of the bike bridge 
across 101 for a ride in the Baylands.  Lunch at Michael’s. 
For more information contact Judith Steiner.

From “Zootopia” to “The Jungle Book”
We had a wonderful discussion of “Zootopia” this month, with its many subtexts.  
Our next movie will be another animated feature, “The Jungle Book,” Jon Favreau’s 
entrancing remake of Walt Disney’s 1967 movie, with stellar performances by Neel 
Sethi, Ben Kingsley, Bill Murray, Scarlet Johannsen, Christopher Walken, and 
many more.   Go for the 3D version for the full effect.
 
Join in the Cine Circle discussion of “The Jungle Book” at our group meeting on 
Tuesday, May 17, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the Clubhouse. To help us plan, please 
RSVP to Nancy Wong (nancywong8@gmail.com) or Shannon Griscom (griscom1@
aol.com).

May History Walk in San Francisco
Join us for the May History Walk and you 
will walk this San Francisco stairway! 
Meet at 9 a.m. at Sue Krumbein’s home 
(2371 Bryant Street) to carpool. Wear 
sturdy walking shoes. Bring water, lunch 
and $5 for the driver. – Lolly Osborne



Where in the world do we go?
Lets see how many different countries members of the Woman’s Club visit each year.  If you have 
been somewhere interesting this year send your destination to: joanne.jones.usa@gmail.com

USA - Hawaii - Adele ‘16

Laos - JZ Dec ‘16

Do you have an opinion or something you want to share?  
Send your comments to:

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Would you like to comment on any of the stories presented in the newsletter? If so send your comments to 
the editor & they will be considered for publication.  Please keep your submssions to between 150 & 200 
words. We look forward to seeing member contributions on our newsletter.    christinakenrick@gmail.com

Australia - Perth, Uluru, Adelaide, Melbourne, Port Douglas, Kangaroo Island - Linda A May‘15
               Adele S

Burma- SF Jan ‘16, JZ Jan ‘16
Cuba - Donna M Sept ‘15
France - Adele ‘15
Guatemala - Lolly O Jan’16
Sarah F

Israel- Donna M Apr ‘15 

Jordan-Donna M Apr ‘15

Mexico - Cabo San Lucas - Cathy K 
           -  Tijuana - Lucille S
           -  Villahermosa - Sarah F
New Zealand - Adele S Jan ‘15
Patagonia - JS Jan ‘16
Thailand- JZ Jan ‘16

Vietnam - JZ Jan ‘16

Brazil- Susan H

Ireland- Susan H


