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Letter from the  
President

Dear Members,

After traveling out of town to 
celebrate the birthday of an old friend, I thought 
about all the things we do for friendship. The Club 
runs on it. Friendship deepens our life experience, 
and sometimes gives us the mojo to do more than we 
would without it.
 
Our great luncheon heads, Carol Diamond and 
Kathy McMahon got to know one another through 
planning the luncheons, and now are fast friends. And 
our very successful Holiday Party chair, Kathy Torg-
ersen, depends on her longtime  “posse” to get the job 
done (and they did!). The Rentals Committee is well 
known for its fierce and fun Friday happy hours -- not 
to mention great work -- thanks to Shelley Sweet 
and Sue Krumbein. 

I want to thank the overwhelming numbers of mem-
bers who volunteered, donated, and participated in 
Club activities and made new friends at the same 

Carol

time. With our friends we have hiked, biked, knitted, 
cooked, partied, played bridge, and given our best to 
the community. You have enriched the Club through 
your generosity of spirit. Thanks to new friends and 
old, and Happy New Year.
 
Warmly,

P.S. Speaking of friendship, don’t forget to mark your 
calendars for our first “Wine, Women & Wisdom” 
social gathering coming up Wednesday, January 11. 
Details below.



“The Women That Have  
Touched Me”

Our Jan. 18 luncheon will  
feature our own Shelley Sweet, 
a business consultant who will 
address “Women’s Leadership: 
The Women That Have Touched 
Me.” Shelley, president of I-4 
Process, is the author of “The BPI 
Blueprint: A Step-by-Step Guide 

to Make Your Business Process Improvement Projects 
Simple, Structured and Successful.”

11 a.m.           Doors open
12 p.m.           Lunch served 
12:20 p.m.      Club business
12:30 p.m.      Speaker
1 p.m.             End of program

Special thanks to our luncheon co-chairs Anne  
Ercolani and Sally Keyes! If you would like to bring 
a guest, please contact Carolyn Pierce (cpierce1947@
gmail.com) at least one week prior to the lunch. If 
you would like a vegetarian or gluten-free meal 
please get in touch with Anne (ajecpa04@yahoo.com) 
or Sally (keyesmom@gmail.com) at least one week 
prior to the luncheon. Lunch costs $10 for members; 
$15 for guests. Our Outreach Committee will be col-
lecting full-size toiletries, feminine hygiene products 
and new lipsticks for residents of a shelter for battered 
women.

New Member Bios

Our Club welcomes 29 new members this fall. We’re 
publishing their brief bios, alphabetically and six at 
a time, beginning with the October newsletter and 
finishing in February. Here’s the fourth installment:
 

Tahira Pirachi

I grew up in Pakistan, attending high school, college 
and university in Lahore. In 1968, I graduated with 

a major in Political Science and English Litera-
ture. I got married to my husband in the summer of 
1968, who was at the time posted in Indonesia with 
UNICEF, and this year we celebrated our 48th wed-
ding anniversary! We have lived in Indonesia, Laos, 
Thailand, New York City and Greenwich, CT, where I 
worked as a travel consultant for a local travel agency, 
and have traveled extensively in the Far East and
Europe. 

While living in these countries, I volunteered for 
various projects as a member of the United Nations 
Women’s Guild, a group dedicated to raising funds 
for supporting projects benefitting underprivileged 
children worldwide. Upon retiring from UNICEF, my 
husband and I decided to spend part of the year in Is-
lamabad, Pakistan, where I joined Behbud Association 
of Pakistan, a local non-profit organization, to direct 
its Education and Fundraising projects. I subsequently 
founded Behbud Association USA, a 501(c)(3) char-
ity, the primary purpose of which is to raise funds to 
support Behbud schools for children living in margin-
alized communities in and around Islamabad. 

We moved to Palo Alto in August 2015, and are 
enjoying happy times and gorgeous weather, with our 
two daughters and grandchildren who live in Palo 
Alto and San Francisco. My hobbies include playing 
bridge, trying different restaurants, and exploring 
my new environs. I look forward to participating in 
the activities of the Club and making lots of friends. 
Thank you for the opportunity.

Nancy Player

I grew up in Palo Alto, attending Palo Alto schools. 
My work was in the office product industry for many 
years until I became involved with a Palo Alto compa-
ny that was dedicated to environmental issues.

Currently, I am working for Mediterraneo Design 
Build, a residential construction company. I am a 
member of the Garden Club of Palo Alto, Gamble 
Garden, and a former member of the YMCA Board 
of Advisors.
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Karen Recht

I have finally figured out what I want to be when 
I grow up: I want to be a published novelist. Now 
officially a retired stay-at-home mom -- son getting 
married in May and daughter in her second year of 
business school-- I have only had one short story 
published to date, but I dream big!

Holly Rubinstein

I have lived in Palo Alto since 1983 and practiced law 
for several years until I became a full time mother to 
our three children. I enjoy traveling, reading, cooking 
and gardening and look forward to joining several of 
the smaller groups offered by the Woman’s Club.

Deborah Seaman

I recently returned to Menlo Park after 27 years 
in Seattle. (My sons, Daniel, Michael and Sanford 
Spector were raised in Palo Alto.) In 1988, I left 
employment at Stanford Hospital to marry my late 
husband, Henry Seaman. Though a champion of Palo 
Alto and all that it offers, I grew to love the culture 
and natural beauty of Seattle and the Great North-
west. While there I directed Organization Develop-
ment and Training at Harborview Medical Center, a 
University of Washington teaching hospital and Level 
1 Trauma Center, and was the first female President 
of the downtown Seattle Rotary Club. I continue to 
lead the Organization Development consulting firm, 
Seaman and Associates, serving clients in Seattle and 
the Bay Area. I’m looking forward to renewing past 
friendships and forming new ones while supporting 
community needs through membership in the Wom-
an’s Club of Palo Alto.

Katie Seedman

I have lived in Palo Alto for 36 years and am fortu-
nate to work and live in the community that I love. I 
am a relationship manager at Presidio Bank in Palo 
Alto, and my husband Eric and I have raised our two 
girls here. Over the years, we have spent many hours 
on the soccer fields with our kids and on our own 
adult teams. I currently am on the Board of the Palo 
Alto Rotary and have recently wrapped up my year as 
Board President.

Wine, Women and Wisdom

Our next fun evening is com-
ing up Wednesday,  Jan. 11 – 
the first in a series of  “Wine, 
Women & Wisdom” events. 
Join the board for a gathering 
of fun and conversation. Let’s 
get to know each other better! Wednesday, Jan. 11, 5 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Clubhouse. Questions? Con-
tact me at susiebmc@gmail.com -- Susie Richardson

Our Luncheon Stars

What do these wonderful women have in common? 
They all volunteered to co-chair a monthly luncheon 
in 2016-17.

Joanne Jones
Alice Smith
Nancy Alexander
Connie Fasani
Glora Hom
Nancy MacLeod
Susan Kaye
 Shelley Sweet
Anne Ercolani
Sally Keyes
Lolly Osborne
Rita French

Leika Kejriwal
Anne Gregor
Jean Pressey
Carolyn Tucher
Mary-Louise 
Boyd
Rosemary Busher
Susan Graf
Ellen Rosenblum
Marsha Lowther
Anne Ream

Honoring



Have YOU had the opportunity to co-chair a club 
luncheon? Well 2017 could be your chance! The Club 
is looking for upbeat, organized members who have 
never chaired a luncheon. Does the task sound daunt-
ing? Well, you and your co-chair will have lots of help, 
including a committee of 20 or more members at your 
service and a substantial budget to purchase whatever 
you would like for the luncheon -- including deli-
cious, ready-made food. And you’ll be provided with 
detailed instructions. Co-chairing a luncheon turns 
out to be fun, and a great community-building activi-
ty. Through the process you get to meet and work with 
fellow members. As Willie Nelson says in one of his 
songs.... Don’t be shy, give it a try!     

-- Carol Diamond and Kathy McMahon

In Search of Friendly Women 
for…

Hosting prospective members for lunch: We have 
a long list of women interested in joining our Club 
when we admit new members this spring. Member-
ship Chair Margo Ogus needs help in interacting 
with these prospective members and letting them 
know a bit more about us. Please consider hosting one 
of them at an upcoming luncheon this year! Contact 
Margo at margo.ogus@gmail.com. 

Private and Public Spaces

Join our History Walks group on Tuesday, Jan. 24 for 
a trip to San Francisco to visit spaces designated as 
POPOS (privately owned public spaces).  You’ll see 
the city from various terraces and roof gardens. We’ll 
take Caltrain #233 at 9:11 a.m. from the California 
Avenue Train Station. RSVP to Lolly Osborne at 
lolly@osbofamily.com or 650 799-1958.

Get on the Bus!

Museum Fridays trips are 
the second Friday each 
month.  We hire a bus --  
no fuss, no muss and NO 
PARKING or driving for 
members! There are seats 
available on all trips for 2017. 

So, what are you waiting for?  Hop on the bus in 2017 
for a fabulous day with your Woman’s Club buddies. 
For more information, contact Ginny Bechtold, 
Donna Bohling or Eileen Brooks.
 
Friday, Jan. 13: Asian Art Museum for “The Rama 
Epic: Hero, Heroine, Ally, Foe.” Lunch on your own 
at the Asian Cafe. $57. 
  
Friday, Feb. 10: The de Young for “Frank Stella: A 
Retrospective.”  Lunch on your own in the museum 
cafe.  DeYoung members, please bring your member-
ship card and admit a friend for free! $32.  
 
Friday, March 10: The UC Berkeley Museum of Art 
and Pacific Film Archive for a great exhibit, “Hippie 
Modernism: The Struggle for Utopia,” followed by 
lunch at the museum’s Babette Cafe.  Loosely orga-
nized around Timothy Leary’s famous mantra, “Turn 
On, Tune In, Drop Out,” the exhibition charts the 
evolution of the period, from pharmacological, tech-
nological and spiritual means to expand consciousness 
and alter one’s perception of reality. $74.   

Friday, April 14: SFMOMA, here we come!   
Docent tour of the Doris and Donald Fisher  
Collection. Lunch on your own at SFMOMA  
on-site dining options, Café 5 (casual) and In Situ 
(reservations recommended). $65. 
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Nominate your Favorite Nonprofit 
– Deadline January 20

The Philanthropy Committee of the Woman’s Club 
of Palo Alto furthers the Club’s commitment to 
the community by contributing money to nonprofit 
organizations that serve our membership area on the 
mid-Peninsula. The Committee considers only or-
ganizations recommended to the committee by the 
Club members; unsolicited proposals are not accepted. 
Our giving is focused on education, libraries, and on 
programs that serve women and children, although we 
do not limit ourselves to organizations strictly serving 
these areas.

We invite Club members to nominate nonprofits by 
submitting a simple application to the Philanthropy 
Committee. The deadline to submit nominations is 
January 20, 2017. Please check the Club’s website and 
print a copy of the Grant Nomination Form.

Committee members plan site visits during the se-
lection process and present reports of their findings 
to the Committee for review and consideration. The 
committee finalizes its selections by end of April and 
submits the list of finalists to the board for approval 
at its May meeting. Recipients will have the opportu-
nity to speak at the Club luncheon in June when they 
receive their grants.

To be considered, nominated organizations must have 
a 501(c)3 nonprofit status and offer a direct service. 
The organizations will be asked to provide informa-
tion, including program descriptions and operating 
budgets. Both small organizations and programs 
sponsored by larger local organizations are consid-
ered. Preference is given to smaller programs where 
our contribution can make a difference. Fundraising 
events, political or religious activities, deficit funding 
or cash reserves, for-profit schools or fundamental or 
applied research projects are not eligible for support. 
Nomination forms can be found on our Club’s web-
site. For more information feel free to contact us.  –  
Rezvan Moghaddam and Jackie Schoelerman
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History Corner

At any Woman’s Club luncheon, you may find your-
self seated next to a doctor, lawyer, entrepreneur, 
civic leader or activist. Imagine though that the year 
is 1926 and you are attending a tea at the Club. You 
share a plate of dainty, crustless sandwiches with a 
youthful member, Elizabeth Lanz. While exchanging 
pleasantries, you might chat about Elizabeth’s nine-
year old son Henry or about the fact that Elizabeth is 
the third Club member to have lived in her charming 
Queen Anne house at 918 Cowper Street. You would 
certainly learn that she was the wife of Henry Lanz, 
the founder of the Slavics Department at Stanford 
and a respected Professor of Philosophy and Slavic 
languages. One thing you would not discover is that, 
in the privacy of their boudoir, the charming, eru-
dite Professor Lanz insisted that his lovely wife wear 
clothing suitable to a pre-pubescent girl.

Born in Moscow, Henry Lanz 
(1866-1945) attended Moscow 
University and obtained his 
doctorate “with great distinc-
tion” at the University of Hei-
delberg. Engaged in research in 
Germany at the start of WWI, 
he tried unsuccessfully to enlist 
in the American, English and 
Russian armies. He was simi-
larly unsuccessful in returning 
to Russia because of his ques-
tionable politics. At thirty, with 

no country and no job, Henry did the logical thing: he 
married Elizabeth, the fourteen-year old daughter of a 
friend and moved to California.

Henry taught English to Slavic-American soldiers 
at Camp Fremont and Russian to Stanford students. 
His erudition and charm dazzled Stanford, and he 
was soon made Professor. Also dazzling to the sedate 
campus community was his nubile. It must have been 
difficult for the young Elizabeth to ignore the whis-
pered innuendos. Perhaps her 
two-year stint as a Woman’s 
Club member was a quest for 
normalcy. Normalcy, how-
ever, flew out the window 
once Lanz became friends in 
1941 with Vladimir Nabokov, 
who was then teaching at 
Stanford. Nabokov found 
in Lanz a delicate, cultured 
and talented companion with 
whom to play chess and attend parties. He also found 
that Lanz was a nympholept whose weekends were 
spent at orgiastic parties with nymphets. Whether 
Nabokov accompanied Lanz is unknown. Literary 
critics suggest that the self-deluding character of 
Humbert Humbert in Nabokov’s novel, Lolita, is 
based on Henry
Lanz. However inspirational Lanz was to Nabokov, he 
ceased to inspire Elizabeth. She divorced him in 1941.

 -- Margaret R. Feuer 
(inspiration for this piece, in a good way, came from 

Carolyn Pierce and Caroline Willis)
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Holiday Events
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Thursday, Jan. 5: Bridge Group meets at the Club from 2:15 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. for lessons from Prue Saunders. $15. Con-
tact Nancy Bjork

Friday, Jan. 6: Knit & Stitch meets from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the home of a volunteer hostess. Contact Ginnie Noh for more 
information

Tuesday, Jan. 10: The Townie Bikers will gather at 11 a.m. for a fun local ride followed by lunch, ending by 2 p.m. Contact 
Jean MacDonell or Shanon McEntee

Tuesday, Jan. 10: The Tuesday Drop-In Social meets from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Clubhouse. $5. RSVP to Celiene O’Hara 

Wednesday, Jan. 11: The Outreach Committee sorts donations at Haven Family House from 9:45 a.m. to noon. Contact 
Anne Ercolani

Wednesday, Jan. 11: “Wine, Women & Wisdom” social from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Clubhouse. Open to all members. 
Contact Susie Richardson (susiebmc@gmail.com)

Thursday, Jan. 12: Bridge Group meets for practice at a member’s home. For information contact Nancy Bjork

Thursday, Jan. 12: The Mystery Book Group will meet at the Clubhouse from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. to discuss “Defending 
Jacob” by William Landay. Contact Susan Kaye or Shelley Sweet

Friday, Jan. 13: The Museum Friday group will visit “The Rama Epic” exhibit at the Asian Art Museum. Contact Ginny 
Bechtold, Donna Bohling or Eileen Brooks

Wednesday, Jan. 18: Monthly luncheon. Business consultant and Club member Shelley Sweet will address: “Women’s 
Leadership: The Women That Have Touched Me.” Doors open at 11; lunch served at noon; meeting over by 1. Outreach 
Committee will collect full-size toiletries, feminine hygiene products and new lipsticks for residents of a shelter for bat-
tered women

Wednesday, Jan. 18: The Cine Circle will meet at the Clubhouse at 7 p.m. to discuss “Fences.” RSVP to Nancy Wong

Thursday, Jan. 19: Bridge Group meets at the Club from 2:15 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. for lessons from Prue Saunders. $15. Con-
tact Nancy Bjork

Friday, Jan. 20: Knit & Stitch meets from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the home of a volunteer hostess. Contact Ginnie Noh for 
more information

Friday, Jan. 20: Deadline for submitting nominations to Philanthropy Committee

Tuesday, Jan. 23: The Book Group will meet at the Clubhouse at 7:15 p.m. to discuss “The Passionate Nomad Life of Freya 
Stark” by Jane F. Geniesse and/or “The Valley of the Assassins” by Freya Stark. Contact Margaret Feuer

Tuesday, Jan. 24: The History Walks group will take Caltrain to San Francisco to visit spaces known as POPOS (privately 
owned public small spaces). Contact Lolly Osborne

Wednesday, Jan. 25: The Outreach Committee sorts donations at Haven Family House from 9:45 a.m. to noon. Contact 
Anne Ercolani

Wednesday, Jan. 25: The Outreach Committee will hold a planning meeting at the Clubhouse from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 26: Bridge Group meets for practice at a member’s home. For information contact Nancy Bjork
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