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Happy 
Holidays

A Musical Luncheon for  
December

Our December 21 luncheon will 
feature festive music of the season.

11 a.m.           Doors open
12 p.m.           Lunch served 
12:20 p.m.      Club business
12:30 p.m.      Speaker
1 p.m.             End of program

Special thanks to our luncheon co-chairs Susan Kaye 
and Shelley Sweet! If you would like to bring a guest 
or if you would like a vegetarian or gluten-free meal 
please get in touch with Susan (a49erwoman@gmail.
com) or Shelley (shelleysweet@i4process.com) at least 
one week prior to the luncheon. Lunch costs $10 for 
members; $15 for guests. Our outreach committee 
will be collecting new or gently used blankets, quilts, 
comforters and pots (no frying pans please) for  
Haven Family House, a shelter in Menlo Park. The 
need is great during the colder months for warm bed-
ding and soup cooking pots.

Celebrate the Season With Our 
Elegant Holiday Party!

Club members and one guest are invited to celebrate 
the season at our Clubhouse on Friday, Dec. 9 from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. $45 per person includes hors d’oeuvres, 
open bar and music by The Jazz ConneXion. If you 
attended or heard about last year’s spectacular sell-out 
event, you will not want to miss it this year! 

RSVP and pay online through the invitation you 
received by email, or by mailing a check payable to 
the Woman’s Club of Palo Alto to Margo Ogus, 1557 
Waverley St., Palo Alto, 94301.



Letter from the  
President—Warning: 
Fun Ahead!

You’ll soon be seeing holiday 
lights and hearing the laughter of 
good friends at the Clubhouse. We have many oppor-
tunities to celebrate, including our Holiday Luncheon 
(Wednesday, Dec. 21), Holiday Party (Friday Dec. 
9), as well as interest groups making their December 
meetings a little special.

We have many chances to give as well. People always 
say that Palo Alto is a special place and we know it’s 
true. With that in mind, let’s be kind to those who 
can use a little help. If you want to direct funds to the 
Club or our philanthropy committees, talk with Ei-
leen Brooks, Pat Davis, Joan Zwiep, Bonnie Packer, 
or Jackie Schoelerman and Rezvan Moghaddam. 
They will be thrilled to share some ideas with you.

In the meantime, lets raise a glass to the friendships 
we’ve made at the Club, and the fun we have shared 
together. It’s a really precious thing.

Warmly,

New Member Bios

Our Club welcomes 29 new members this fall. We’re 
publishing their brief bios, alphabetically and six at 
a time, beginning with the October newsletter and 
finishing in February. Here’s the third installment: 

Jolene Hsu

My business is professional flower arranging, which 
I have pursued for a number of years. I am also a 
volunteer for Meals on Wheels and participate in 
the Avenidas tutoring program. I’m looking forward 
to the many activities and volunteer opportunities 
offered by the Woman’s Club.

Marilyn Lavezzo

I grew up in rural Oregon, attended University of 
Oregon and journeyed to California after graduation. 
I’m now a retired reading teacher specializing in early 
literacy. Presently, I’m volunteering at local Palo Alto 
schools and working individually with two first-grade 
students two days a week. This contribution gives me 
the sense that I am helping to make the world a better 
place. I’m a mom with a beautiful daughter who is
career oriented and lives in San Francisco. At this 
stage of my life, my intention is to age gracefully and 
live a healthy lifestyle. These pursuits are not particu-
larly easy! Creating a balance between exploring the 
myriad of opportunities in our wonderful area and 
savoring my quiet time at home is my goal. Visiting 
the farmer’s markets, playing golf once a week, tend-
ing to my garden pots, reading, traveling and going to 
the ballet are some of my interests, as well as keeping 
up with my daughter and my friends. Every day I’m 
grateful for living in this time and place.

Gabrielle Layton

I am actively involved on several non-profit boards 
including the Damon Runyon Cancer Research 
Foundation and Castilleja School. I am also actively 
involved, and occasionally successful, in raising my 
four teenage daughters. I grew up in Australia, and 
have a Bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineer-
ing and a Ph.D. in Aerospace Engineering from the 
University of Queensland, Australia. Post my scramjet 
engine research, I worked as an Engagement Manager 
at McKinsey & Company, and later as VP Product at 
CitySearch. After a brief stint in Palo Alto in the late 
90s, I moved to San Francisco, but returned with my 
husband Thomas, and my children, Cosima, Niav, Co-
lette and Finnavair, six years ago in search of warmer 
climes.
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Michele Marincovich

I have just finished up my first year of retirement 
and enjoyed it enormously despite some fears to the 
contrary in the beginning. It has helped that I am an 
active volunteer with the Stanford Historical Society, 
the Society’s Oral History Program, and the Univer-
sity’s Emeriti Council. Prior to retirement, I spent 39 
years working at Stanford, 35 of those years as direc-
tor of the Center for Teaching and Learning on cam-
pus and also as an associate vice provost for under-
graduate education for many years. In these capacities, 
I designed and led programs to prepare new faculty 
and teaching assistants for their responsibilities, to 
encourage interest in teaching and promote commu-
nity around it, and to elevate knowledge of the variety 
and effectiveness of various teaching approaches. I 
also guided student programs on learning. I was lucky 
enough to be invited to speak on these topics at cam-
puses in the U.S. and abroad, including in Canada, 
Scotland, Spain, Turkey, Singapore, and China, among 
others. I took particular pleasure in doing workshops 
on teaching and learning effectiveness in China since 
I have a Ph.D. in Chinese history and have made nine 
trips to China as a lecturer for the Stanford Alumni 
Association Travel/Study program. Chinese history 
and culture are still primary interests for me, along 
with travel, reading, my book club, and baroque music. 
I live in Portola Valley with my best friend, Allan 
Schneider, who plays the harpsichord and has an
irresistable sense of humor. We can be seen most eve-
nings taking walks around Portola Valley, Woodside 
and surrounding areas.

Rene Morgan

I was born and raised in the City of Chicago. My 
parents, who were also born in Chicago, adored the 
city and all it had to offer. My mother taught me at an 
early age to appreciate opera and the symphony, and 
my dad, who adored baseball, took me to many games 
(both White Sox and Cubs). Most importantly, I was 
raised with a sense of civic-pride. My parents were 
quite active in politics and community affairs. My fa-
ther believed in public schools (which weren’t terribly 
good) because he wanted me to be street-wise and

sensitive to the lives of others. My parents stressed the 
importance of education, and as a result, I have earned 
several advanced degrees. I earned a BA from the 
University of Michigan, as well as a teaching certifi-
cate, and later, a MA in literature from the University 
of Denver, and much later still, a J.D. degree.
Over the course of my life I have had the good for-
tune to live, work, and study abroad on several occa-
sions. As a college student I lived with an Italian fam-
ily and studied in Florence, Italy. Several years later, I 
lived and worked and studied in Paris for two years, 
and most recently, I lived and worked in Tokyo, Japan 
for four years. On a general level, these cross-cultural 
experiences have sharpened my awareness of phil-
osophical and psychological differences as well as 
similarities between people (something I believe my 
father always wanted me to learn), and on a more per-
sonal level, these experiences have provided me with 
insights into my own life and my own socio-cultural 
beliefs and values. I have always worked: first as an 
English high school teacher, and later as an English 
college professor, and later still as a Professor of Law 
teaching Constitutional Law to Japanese students. I 
also worked as a lawyer at Public Citizen Litigation 
Group in Washington, D.C. I’ve published two books: 
one a book of poems and the other a teaching guide 
to landmark Supreme Court cases (written for my 
students in Tokyo). I am devoted to the arts and hu-
manities and have always been involved in politics and 
community affairs. I am on the Board of the Palo Alto 
Art Center, and I am a member of the Metropolitan 
Club in San Francisco. I am on the development com-
mittee of the San Francisco Opera, and currently my 
husband and I are sponsoring an Adler fellow there 
(a young pianist from Montreal). We moved to Palo 
Alto to be near children and young grandchildren (to 
whom we are devoted) and we love our lives here. I 
cherish the company of other women and am honored 
to be accepted into the Woman’s Club of Palo Alto 
where I am eager to play an active role.



Marita K. O’Reilly

I grew up in Pennsylvania and graduated from Chest-
nut Hill College, Philadelphia and the University 
of Miami, Florida, earning B.S. and M.S. degrees in 
chemistry. I married and moved to San Francisco in 
1972, where I received my law degree from the Uni-
versity of California, Hastings College of the Law. I 
then practiced as a trust and estates and related tax 
lawyer for 34 years in San Francisco. I was a Fellow 
of the American College of Trust and Estate Coun-
sel and a Certified Specialist, Estate Planning, Trust 
& Probate Law, California State Bar Board of Legal 
Specialization. I was also a lecturer at the Stanford 
University Law School and an Adjunct Professor at 
the University of San Francisco Law School. I retired 
from active law practice in 2012, but continue to serve 
as a fiduciary for several trusts and as an estate plan-
ning consultant to several non-profits on the Peninsu-
la. I live with my partner, Dr. Martin Rayl, in Menlo 
Park, and have one son, also a practicing attorney who 
lives in Walnut Creek. I enjoy drawing and watercol-
or classes at Pacific Art League, hiking and exercise 
classes, and traveling. I’m also a reader, an avid the-
atergoer, and enjoy visits to Bay Area art museums 
and music venues.

Wine, Women and Wisdom

Beginning in January, our Club will 
hold a series of “Wine, Women 
and Wisdom” events for members 
to get to know one another and to 
share ideas on what we want from 
the Club and what we want for its 
future. Mark your calendars for the first such evening 
-- Wednesday, Jan. 11 -- and stay tuned for details!

Volunteer for Vets

All are invited to join the Outreach 
Committee in assembling goody 
bags and signing cards for veterans. 
We’ll gather to do this at the Club-
house on Monday, Dec. 5 from 10 

to noon, continuing the tradition of our Club fore-
mothers who, since World War I, have supported our 
service men and women. 

– Eileen Brooks

What’s happening with 
Clubhouse Rentals?

The Rentals Committee has goal of 
$81,000 in gross revenue for current fiscal year.  We 
currently have 40 days of contracts for the year for an 
estimated annual gross revenue of $101,206. We con-
tinue to be above our goal! We had one new contract 
agreed in September. – Shelley Sweet

 Giving Back to the Community

Please consider making an end-of-year donation to 
the Philanthropy Fund to enable the Philanthropy 
Committee to continue making meaningful grants 
to local non-profits nominated by our members and 
vetted through diligent study by this committee.  This 
year the amount available for these grants is less than 
half of what we were able to donate last year, so your 
tax-deductible contribution will be most valued.  Re-
mit forms and envelopes will be available at Woman’s 
Club events through the end of the year.   
 

Mystery Book for December

The Mystery Book Group meets the second 
Thursday of every month from 6 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at the Club. For the next meet-
ing, Dec. 8, Judi Swope will moderate a 
discussion of  “The Lincoln Lawyer”, by 
Michael Connelly. Our January book will be 
“Defending Jacob”, by William Landry. 

– Shelley Sweet
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Get on the Bus!

Our Nov. 11 Museum Fridays 
trip to the Rosie the Riveter 
Museum in Richmond was a 
great success. In addition to 
viewing films documenting 
many aspects of World War II, 
our group had the opportunity 
to hear, in person, the stories 

of several actual “Rosies” who worked at the Rich-
mond shipyards during the war.  Each of these feisty 
and fabulous women (all in their mid to late 90’s!) 
gave a presentation and answered our questions -- a 
real highlight of the trip. We also enjoyed a slide show 
and talk entitled “What We Wore in the War” that 
gave us a fascinating look at how and why fashions 
evolved from the pre-war era into the ration-cou-
pon-using frugal war era.  A very fitting way to spend 
Veteran’s Day.

Upcoming Trips:
Dec. 9: Docent tour of Mission Dolores followed by 
festive holiday lunch at Restaurant LuLu in the city. 
Two seats left. $90.

Jan. 13: Docent tour of  “The Rama Epic: Hero,  
Heroine, Ally, Foe” at the Asian Art Museum. $57.

Feb. 10: DeYoung Museum - Frank Stella: A  
Retrospective. $32. 

March 10: Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film 
Archive. $74, including lunch.

April 14: Docent tour of the Doris and Donald Fisher 
Collection at SFMOMA. $65.

Get on the bus! For more information, contact  
Donna Bohling, Eileen Brooks or Ginny Bechtold.

 

A Smooth December Ride

Put a jingle bell on your bike and join us for a smooth, 
easy, neighborhood ride to Los Altos on Tuesday, 
Dec.13. We’ll have a lunch stop and then return to 
our starting point.  Meet up at 11:00 a.m. at the 
southwest end of California Avenue near the train 
station/ pedestrian tunnel.  Please RSVP only if you 
plan to ride to Shannon McEntee or Jean MacDonell.  
Happy Holidays! – Jean MacDonell

Special Holiday Pot Luck

The Drop-In-Social’s annual Christmas Pot Luck 
will be Tuesday, Dec. 12. From 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the 
Clubhouse.  Please bring your favorite appetizer to 
share with at least 10 people! Wine and dessert will 
be provided! – Celiene O’Hara

Wind, Sand, Stars

The Book Group discusses “Wind, Sand and Stars” 
by Antoine de Saint-Exupery on Tuesday, Dec. 20 
at 7:15 p.m. at the Clubhouse. With lyrical prose, 
“Wind, Sand and Star”s captures the grandeur, danger 
and isolation of Saint-Exupery’s air adventures. New 
readers welcome; contact Margaret Feuer.

Our Fall Series theme of Explorers and Exploration 
ends in January when you may read either “The Pas-
sionate Nomad Life of Freya Stark” by Jane F. Ge-
niesse or “The Valley of the Assassins” by Freya Stark 
– or both. – Margaret Feuer

In Search of Helpers for…

Hosting prospective members for lunch: We have 
a long list of women interested in joining our Club 
when we admit new members next spring. Would you 
enjoy hosting one of them at an upcoming luncheon 
this year? If so, please contact Membership Chair 
Margo Ogus at margo.ogus@gmail.com. She is eager 
to find some hostesses!
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History Corner

Dr. Clelia Duel Mosher — Women’s Rights Activist, Doctor, Scientist, Professor

Club member Dr. Clelia Duel Mosher (1863-1940) was the first woman 
in Palo Alto to cast a vote for emancipation. Mosher’s life was devoted to 
disproving Victorian stereotypes of females as “frail” and therefore incapa-
ble of male accomplishments. She first tackled these stereotypes when her 
physician father thought her too delicate to attend college. Clelia turned his 
greenhouse into a florist shop and within eight years was able to attend and 
pay for college without her parents’ approval. She never looked back.

While at the University of Wisconsin, Mosher designed a nine-page survey 
concerning the sexual practices and attitudes of Victorian women. It took 
30 years to complete and was never published in her lifetime. Had it been, it 
might have ended her career, as its sensational findings rival those of Kinsey 
in their repudiation of outdated notions of female sexuality. Among her 
respondents: 75% engaged in weekly sex, 80% desired intercourse and 72% 
experienced orgasm. One even suggested that lack of orgasm was because 
“Men have not been properly trained.”

At Johns Hopkins Medical School, Mosher researched menstruation. The 
medical establishment viewed menses as an incapacitating disease requiring 
bed rest. She postulated that it was a natural bodily function whose discom-
fort resulted not from disease but rather from societal expectations of pain, 
poor diet, impractical clothing and insufficient exercise. She invented exercises 
called “moshers” intended to strengthen core abdominal muscles.

Thwarted from completing her gynecological surgery internship because no 
man would work as her surgical assistant, Mosher returned to Palo Alto and 
set up a general medicine practice. Her clients were few, as female physicians 
were accepted only as obstetricians or pediatricians. Forced to supplement her 
income, she taught high school, worked for Palo Alto’s Health Department 
during the typhoid epidemic and ultimately returned to Stanford as medical 
adviser to women. Here Mosher developed a large library for her students on 
nutrition, health, sexual anatomy and feminist teachings. She organized the 
first women’s athletic competitions with Berkeley. In 1911, as the first woman to vote for suffrage in Palo Alto, 

Clelia humorously suggested that voting might solve all female 
health problems.

During World War I, Clelia served in France as Medical In-
vestigator for Children’s Relief. Returning to Stanford in 1922, 
she became a full professor in 1928. Stanford conferred pro-
fessorships to women only at retirement because they did not 
consider them to be full-fledged academics, but only teachers of 
female students. Dr. Clelia Mosher would certainly have been 
first in line to vote on November 8, 2016. 

— Margaret R. Feuer
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“Members of our club provided desserts and helpers for the 
Haven Family House family get-together on Nov. 17. 
Children and their parents enjoyed treats and making 
“thankful” cards.”

Haven Family House
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Thursday, Dec. 1: Bridge Group meets at the Club from 2:15 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. for lessons from Prue Saunders. $15. 
Contact Nancy Bjork

Friday, Dec. 2: Knit & Stitch meets from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the home of a volunteer hostess. Contact Ginnie Noh 
for more information

Monday, Dec. 5: Volunteering for vets, 10 a.m. to noon at the Clubhouse. Contact Eileen Brooks

Thursday, Dec. 8: Bridge Group meets for practice at a member’s home. For information contact Nancy Bjork

Thursday, Dec. 8: The Mystery Book Group will meet from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Clubhouse to discuss “The 
Lincoln Lawyer” by Michael Connelly. Contact Shelley Sweet

Friday, Dec. 9: The Museum Friday group will take a docent-led tour of Mission Dolores followed by a festive lunch. 
Contact Ginny Bechtold, Donna Bohling or Eileen Brooks

Tuesday, Dec. 13: Townie Bikers leave from California Avenue Train Station at 11 a.m. for a ride to Los Altos, fol-
lowed by lunch. Contact Jean MacDonell or Shannon McEntee

Tuesday, Dec. 13: Drop-In Social group celebrates its annual Holiday Pot Luck from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Club-
house. Contact Celiene O’Hara

Wednesday, Dec. 14: Volunteering at Haven Family House in Menlo Park from 9:45 a.m. to noon. Contact Anne 
Ercolani

Thursday, Dec. 15: Bridge Group meets at the Club from 2:15 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. for lessons from Prue Saunders. $15. 
Contact Nancy Bjork.

Friday, Dec. 16: Knit & Stitch meets from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the home of a volunteer hostess. Contact Ginnie Noh 
for more information

Tuesday, Dec. 20: The Cine Circle will hold a pot luck at 6 p.m. in a private home and discuss “Arrival.” Contact 
Shannon Griscom or Nancy Wong

Tuesday, Dec. 20: The Book Group will meet at 7:15 p.m. at the Clubhouse to discuss “Wind, Sand and Stars” by 
Antoine de Saint-Exupery. Contact Margaret Feuer

Wednesday, Dec. 21: The Club’s December Luncheon will feature festive holiday music. Doors open at 11 a.m., lunch 
served at noon, program ends at 1 p.m. The Outreach Committee will collect new or gently used blankets, quilts, 
comforters and cooking pots for Haven Family House in Menlo Park

Wednesday, Dec. 28: Volunteering at Haven Family House from 9:45 a.m. to noon. Contact Anne Ercolani


